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should be allowed to dry very slowly; if hurried but a
little, they are liable to be spoiled. When quite dry they
are taken to the kiln " (Ure).

Tender porcelain, or soft chinaware of Sevres, is com-
posed of a frit made of nitre, sea-salt, soda, alum, gypsum,
and sand - or ground flints. These are partially fused or
fritted in a furnace, with constant stirring, so as to form a
spongy mass. This is afterwards reduced to powder, and
to each 3 parts of- this frit 1 of the white marl of Argenteuil
is added, and the whole well ground together, and worked
up into a paste with gum-water, which gives it sufficient
plasticity to be handled. This tender paste can only be
moulded in the first instance, as it will not bear turning in
the lathe. The articles are first formed in moulds of plaster,
much thicker than required to be when finished, and after
being dried they are finished at the lathe with metal tools,
after which they are baked; but owing to the extreme
softness which this porcelain acquires during the process
of baking, saucers, plates, g,nd similar articles require to be
supported on earthen moulds. During the baking process
their position is reversed, so as to prevent them from
assuming an irregular form.

In a work of this character it is impossible to enter more
fully into the details of the manufacture, but it is hoped
that the information given may prove sufficient to enable
the reader to understand the principle upon which this
important art is conducted.

RUSTIC PLOWEE-VASES.

The following happy suggestion of the late Sir Joseph
Paxton, whose name will ever be agreeably associated